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 Introduction 
7BThis document provides information on using the TAS/BETC accounting feature with 
your agency’s collection applications. Both a general overview and details on using the 
feature are included. 

 Related Documents 
8BSeparate guides and technical references for Pay.gov and its services can be downloaded or 
requested the Pay.gov Agency Documentation site at 
https://qa.pay.gov/agencydocs/index.html or by contacting Pay.gov Customer Support. 
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 TAS/BETC Overview 
99BThe Treasury Account Symbol (TAS) and Business Event Type Code (BETC) combination 
is an accounting feature agencies can use to classify a single collection or debit 
transaction. Once classified, all or part of the dollar amount of the transaction is allotted 
against your agency’s fund balance with the Treasury. 

9BUse of TAS/BETCs is optional but helps your agency satisfy CARS Reporter requirements. 

 TAS (GTAS) Definition 
10B 

TAS/GTAS is the acronym for Govermentwide Treasury Account Symbol. 

If used by your agency, a TAS is a code that allows the Central Accounting Reporting 
System (CARS) to identify critical information about each transaction conducted through 
Pay.gov.  

11BA TAS identifies your agency and the account all or part of the transaction is to be allotted 
to. A TAS is made up of a number of components (defined in section 5), some of which are 
optional. 

12BA TAS is assigned by CARS to your agency. 

For more information on TAS and its use by the Governmentwide Treasury Account 
Symbol Adjusted Trial Balance System, visit https://fiscal.treasury.gov/gtas. 

 BETC Definition 
14BA BETC is a code CARS has assigned to business events as defined by legislation. It 
identifies the type of transaction activity being reported, such as a collection or a 
debit/refund. A BETC is always combined with a TAS. 

15BFor example, if your agency has legislated collection authority, then your TAS could use 
the BETC of “COLL” so you can report collection transactions. 

16BEach TAS created must have two BETCs: one for credit transactions and one for debit 
transactions. 

17BVisit https://www.fiscal.treasury.gov/cars/faqs.html and scroll down for details and a list 
of BETCs. 

 TAS/BETC Definition 
18BA TAS and BETC combination along with the transaction dollar amount is used to classify 
each transaction against the correct fund balance with Treasury. 

19BPay.gov assigns TAS/BETCs at the collection application level when an application is 
created or modified. Each application can have up to 99 TAS/BETCs, which allows your 
agency to allot (split) a transaction’s dollar amount among different accounts, depending 
on your agency’s needs. 

20BTAS/BETC details are maintained in Pay.gov’s system. Each TAS/BETC is identified by a 
label defined by your agency. Only the label and amount are submitted to Pay.gov at the 
time of the transaction. Pay.gov is responsible for sending the detailed TAS/BETC codes to 
the CIR. CIR sends the information to CARS. 

https://fiscal.treasury.gov/gtas
https://www.fiscal.treasury.gov/cars/faqs.html
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 TAS/BETC Use Example 
100BA single $50 transaction might include three components (accounting categories): a fee, 
tax, and a penalty. Each component could be a TAS/BETC classification with part of the 
transaction amount allotted to it: $30 to the fee. $10 to the tax; $10 to the penalty. Three 
classification TAS/BETC labels and amounts would be submitted to Pay.gov for this 
transaction. 
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 TAS/BETC Limitations 
21BThe use of TAS/BETC is optional. If used, the amount must be greater than zero (0). 

 Services Allowing TAS/BETC 
22BTAS/BETC is available with 

• 1Collections API 
• Create Transactions 
• 115BForms Service 
• 116BTCS Single Web Service 
• 117BTCS Batch Web Service 
• 118BTCS Plastic Card Web Service 
• 119BeBilling Online Application 
• eBilling Online Web Service 
• 120BeBilling Web Services 
• ACH Credit Web Service 
• 121Blegacy Billing Service 
• 122Blegacy Open Collections Interface – Interactive Service version 5.1 

 Maximum Number of TAS/BETCs 
92BPay.gov limits the number of TAS/BETCs set up to a maximum of 99 per application. 

 Credit and Debit BETCs Required 
23BEach TAS/BETC combination set up for an agency is required to have two separate 
Business Event Type Codes (BETCs). 

• 123BCredit BETCs identify incoming collections. 
• 124BDebit BETCs identify debit transactions charged against an agency’s account. For 

example, refunds issued by the agency. 

 Allocated Amounts 
24BThe amount allocated to a TAS/BETC classification must always be a positive dollar 
amount. It cannot be automatically calculated by Pay.gov or be a percentage of the total 
transaction. 

TAS/BETC values of zero (0) or less are not valid and are not stored by Pay.gov. 
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 Implementing TAS/BETC 
25BThe use of TAS/BETC is optional. 

26BTAS/BETC classifications are set up at the collection application level, and are created 
separately for each of your agency’s Pay.gov applications. They can be defined when a new 
application is configured or can be added to an existing collection application. 

1. 139BContact your Bureau of the Fiscal Service liaison for the initial setup. 
2. 140BThe Bureau of the Fiscal Service will coordinate assignment of your TAS/BETCs 

with CARS. 
3. 141BAfter your TAS/BETCs have been assigned, contact your Pay.gov Agency 

Implementation liaison to have the TAS/BETC feature configured and enabled for 
your collection application. 

4. 142BYou must provide a label to be assigned to each TAS/BETC created for your 
application in Pay.gov. See section 4.1 for details. 

 TAS/BETC Label 
27BWhen set up by Pay.gov all TAS/BETC’s must be assigned a TAS/BETC Label. The label is 
an agency-defined string that identifies the actual TAS/BETC. Each allocation has its own 
TAS/BETC and so has its own label. For example a transaction could have three 
allocations labeled Fee, Penalty and Sales Tax correspondingly. 

28BEach label must be unique within the application. Only the following characters are 
allowed: 

A-Z, a-z, 0-9, space. 

102BOnly one contiguous space is allowed between parts of a label, for example: Penalty 1, or 
Usage Fee 1. Leading and following spaces are not allowed. 
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 TAS Type 
29BOnly the Component TAS type is supported by Pay.gov and CARS. 

30BA component TAS is expressed as values in eleven fields, the values for which are passed 
by Pay.gov as a string. Values are required for six of the fields (see Table 1). Fields 
containing no values are passed as blanks or spaces within the string. 

103BTable 1: Component TAS Fields, format and validations 

31BField Name 32BSize 33BFormat 34BDescription 35BFormat/Validations 

36BSub-level 
Prefix (SP) 

37B2 38BCC 39BThe Sub-level 
Prefix (if 
populated) is a 
programmatic 
breakdown of the 
account for 
Treasury 
publication 
purposes. 

40BIf Sub-level Prefix 
does not apply, it 
shall be 
blank/spaces/empty. 
If Sub-level Prefix 
applies, it shall be 00 
– 99. 

41BAllocation 
Transfer 
Agency 
Identifier 

42B3 43BCCC 44BThe Agency 
Identifier of the 
agency receiving 
funds through an 
allocation 
transfer. 

45BIf Allocation Transfer 
Agency Identifier 
does not apply, it 
shall be 
blank/spaces/empty. 
If Allocation Transfer 
Agency Identifier 
does apply, it shall 
be 00 – 99. Current 
2-digit Allocation 
Transfer Agency 
Identifier shall be 
right justified and 
zero filled (example: 
Allocation Transfer 
Agency Identifier 75 
= 075). 
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31BField Name 32BSize 33BFormat 34BDescription 35BFormat/Validations 

46BAgency 
Identifier 
(AID) 

47B3 48BCCC 49BAgency Identifier 
of the account 
owner. Used in 
conjunction with 
the main account 
code, the Agency 
Identifier 
represents the 
department, 
agency or 
establishment of 
the U.S. 
Government that 
is responsible for 
the TAS. 

50BValue Required. 
Shall be 000 – 999. 
Current 2-digit 
Agency Identifier 
will be right justified 
and zero filled 
(example: Agency 
Identifier 20 = 020). 

51BBeginning 
Period of 
Availability 
(BPOA). 

52B4 53BCCCC 54BIn annual and 
multi-year funds, 
identifies the first 
year of 
availability under 
law that an 
appropriation 
account may 
incur new 
obligations. 

55B4-digit year shall be 
0000 – 9999. 
If single/annual year 
account, it shall be 
the same value as the 
Ending Period of 
Availability. 
Value not applicable 
for no-year “X” 
accounts, 
clearing/suspense “F” 
accounts, merged-
surplus “M” 
accounts, central 
summary general 
ledger “A” accounts, 
and unavailable 
receipt accounts. For 
these it shall be 
blank/spaces/empty. 
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31BField Name 32BSize 33BFormat 34BDescription 35BFormat/Validations 

56BEnding 
Period of 
Availability 
(BPOA) 

57B4 58BCCCC 59BIn annual and 
multi-year funds, 
identifies the last 
year of funds’ 
availability under 
law that an 
appropriation 
account may 
incur new 
obligations. 

60B4-digit year. 
Shall be 0000 – 9999. 
Value not applicable 
for no-year “X” 
accounts, 
clearing/suspense “F” 
accounts, and 
merged-surplus “M” 
accounts, central 
summary general 
ledger “A” accounts, 
and unavailable 
receipt accounts. For 
these it shall be 
blank/spaces/empty. 

61BAvailability 
Type Code 
(A) 

62B1 63BC 64BIdentifies no-year 
“X” accounts, 
clearing/suspense 
“F” accounts, 
Treasury’s central 
summary general 
ledger accounts 
“A”, and merged-
surplus “M” 
accounts. 

65BValue not applicable 
for single/annual 
year accounts, multi-
year accounts, or 
unavailable receipt 
accounts. For these 
is shall be 
blank/spaces/empty. 

66BMain 
Account 
Code (MAIN) 

67B4 68BCCCC 69BIdentifies the 
type and purpose 
of the fund. 

70BValue required. 
Shall be 0000 – 9999. 

71BSub-Account 
Code (SUB) 

72B3 73BCCC 74BIdentifies an 
available receipt 
or other 
Treasury-defined 
subdivision of the 
main account. 

75BValue required. 
Shall be 0000 – 9999. 
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 Using TAS/BETC with Pay.gov Services 
76BBefore using TAS/BETC with your Pay.gov service, your Pay.gov application must first be 
configured according to your agency’s needs. See section 4. 

 Collections API 
81B 
93BTAS/BETC allotments are submitted in your agency’s request message to Collections API 
through the use of the optional classification element. If the classification 
element is included for a transaction its two required attributes: classification_id and 
amount are required 

• 128Bclassification_id is the TAS/BETC label 
• 129Bamount is the dollar amount to be allotted for the TAS/BETC. It must be greater 

than zero (0). 

 Create Transactions 
77BIf enabled, a list of all the TAS/BETCs configured for an application appears in a 
Classification section on the payment page for the payment method selected (Figure 1). 
The amount to be allocated is blank. Agency users enter the amount for each TAS/BETC. 
The amount entered must be greater than zero (0). The remaining unallocated amount is 
shown below the list. 

104BFigure 1: TAS/BETC input fields 
112B 

 

 The Forms Service 
79BTAS/BETC data is specified for a form when it is created by Pay.gov. The fields containing 
the data are included in the background for a form, are pre-populated by Pay.gov, and are 
not visible on the form itself. 

80BThe amount allocated to each TAS/BETC can be extracted from the value in a form field or 
be a calculated value and must be greater than zero (0). Please work with your Pay.gov 
Agency Implementation liaison to get the TAS/BETC information configured correctly. 
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 TCS Web Services 
81BTAS/BETC is available with 

• 125BTCS Single Web Service 
• 126BTCS Batch Web Service 
• 127BTCS Plastic Card Web Service 

93BTAS/BETC allotments are submitted in your agency’s XML request message to Pay.gov 
through the use of the optional classification element in the XML schemas used by 
these services. If the classification element is included for a transaction, the 
conditional classification_data element must be included along with its two required 
attributes: classification_id and amount. 

• 128Bclassification_id is the TAS/BETC label 
• 129Bamount is the dollar amount to be allotted for the TAS/BETC. It must be greater 

than zero (0). 

94BSee Figure 2 for an example. 

105BFigure 2: Example of a TAS/BETC classification in XML 

107B<sch:classification> 
      108B<sch:classification_data classification_id="Fee" amount="250"/> 
      109B<sch:classification_data classification_id="Penalty" amount="50"/> 
      110B<sch:classification_data classification_id="Federal Tax" amount="20"/> 
111B</sch:classification> 

 Hosted Collection Pages 
82BAgencies submit TAS/BETC data via the following TCSOnline XML request messages: 

• 130BstartOnlineCollection 
• 131BcreateForce 
• 132BcreateForceWithDetails 

95BTAS/BETC data is submitted through the use of the optional classification element in 
the XML schemas used by this service. If the classification element is included for a 
transaction, the conditional classification_data element must be included with two 
required attributes: classification_id and amount. 

• 133Bclassification_id is the TAS/BETC label 
• 134Bamount is the dollar amount to be allotted for the TAS/BETC. It must be greater 

than zero (0). 

101BTAS/BETC information for transactions is stored in Pay.gov. Pay.gov associates the 
information with the transaction’s payment and forwards the data to the CIR. 

 eBilling Web Services 
96BAgencies submit TAS/BETC data via the eBillingService’s XML createBill request message 
through the use of the optional classification element in the XML schemas used by 
these services. If the classification element is included for a transaction, the 
conditional classification_data element must be included with two required 
attributes: classification_id and amount. 
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• 135Bclassification_id is the TAS/BETC label 
• 136Bamount is the dollar amount to be allotted for the TAS/BETC. It must be greater 

than zero (0). 

97BTAS/BETC information is stored in Pay.gov. Pay.gov associates the information with the 
with the ebill’s payment when it is made and forwards the data to the CIR. 

 eBilling Online Application 
83BAt the time an ebill is created, agency users with the BIG role input TAS/BETC data via a 
link on the Step 3: Line Items page: Allocate Classification Data next to the bill total. 

84BThe Allocate Classification Data dialog lists all the TAS/BETC labels configured for the 
application. The agency user only enters the amount for each label. The amount must be 
greater than zero (0). See Figure 3. 

106BFigure 3: Allocate classification data dialog 

113B  

 eBilling Online Web Service 
96BAgencies submit TAS/BETC data via the eBilling Online Web Service’s XML 
createOrReplaceBills request message through the use of the optional classification 
element. If the classification element is included for a transaction, the conditional 
classification_data element must be included with two required attributes: 
classification_id and amount. 

• 135Bclassification_id is the TAS/BETC label 
• 136Bamount is the dollar amount to be allotted for the TAS/BETC. It must be greater 

than zero (0). 

97BTAS/BETC information is stored in Pay.gov. Pay.gov associates the information with the 
with the ebill’s payment when it is made and forwards the data to the CIR. 
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 ACH Credit Web Service 
96BAgencies submit TAS/BETC data via the ACH Credit Web Service’s XML 
submitACHCreditTransaction request message through the use of the optional 
classification element. If the classification element is included for a transaction, 
the conditional classification_data element must be included with two required 
attributes: classification_id and amount. 

• 135Bclassification_id is the TAS/BETC label 
• 136Bamount is the dollar amount to be allotted for the TAS/BETC. It must be greater 

than zero (0). 

97BTAS/BETC information is stored in Pay.gov. Pay.gov associates the information with the 
with the ebill’s payment when it is made and forwards the data to the CIR. 
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 Reports 
87BA number of Pay.gov online reports and activity files allow agency users to view details of 
TAS/BETC allocations for both credit and debit transactions. See the Agency Guide to the 
Reporting Service and the Agency Guide to Activity Files for information. 
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 Customer Support 

 Contact Information 
88BHours:  8:00 am to 7:00 pm Eastern Time 

   89BMonday through Friday, closed bank holidays 

90BPhone:  (800) 624-1373 

91BEmail Address:  pay.gov.clev@clev.frb.org 

mailto:pay.gov.clev@clev.frb.org
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