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• Central Accounting and Reporting System 
(CARS)

• ALC Conversion to CARS Reporters (TDO
and NTDO) 

• CARS Reclassification Process

• Fiscal Service Website

Presentation Overview
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• CARS – The system of record for the government’s financial 
data.  Along with GTAS, CARS is a system under the GWA
area.

CARS Overview
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Systems Initiatives
 Central Accounting Reporting System (CARS)

 System of Record for the Department of Treasury
 Governmentwide Treasury Account Symbol Adjusted 

Trial Balance (GTAS)
 Integrates budgetary and proprietary reporting based on the US 

SGL
 Governmentwide Financial Report System (GFRS)

 GFRS is an application used to collect closing package 
information from Federal Program Agencies (FPAs), and 
faciliates the production of the Financial Report (FR) of the US 
Government.
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Financial Reporting Activities
• Daily Treasury Statement
• Monthly Treasury Statement
• Report on Budget Execution and Budgetary Resources 
• US Standard General Ledger (USSGL)
• Treasury Financial Manual (TFM)
• Financial Report of the United States (FR)
• Combined Statement of the US Government
• SF 2108 - Year End Statement
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• Modules in the Central Accounting and 
Reporting System (CARS)

• Daily Transactions that flow through source 
systems (IPACs, Payments, Collections)

A Glimpse into Central Accounting
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• Account Statement (AS)
• Agency Transaction Module (ATM)

– Appropriation Warrants
– Non-expenditure transfers (NETs)
– Classification Transaction and Accountability (CTA)
– Daily reclassification
– Year-end component

• Shared Accounting Module (SAM)

• Agency Standard Reports (ASR)

CARS MODULES
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• Benefits for Agencies

• Benefits Across Government

• Transaction Process
– TAS/BETC

Central Accounting Reporting System (CARS)
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• Daily Account Statement

• More Transaction-level details in Account Statement

• Daily reclassification functionality

• Elimination of the Statement of Difference

Benefits for Agencies to Become CARS (TAS BETC) 
Reporters
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• Supports Governmentwide data transparency

• Supports Governmentwide standardization

• Allows streamlining in Treasury processes and reports

• Improves data for downstream systems/processes

Benefits for Agencies to Become CARS (TAS BETC) 
Reporters (cont’d)



L E A D  ∙  T R A N S F O R M  ∙  D E L I V E RPage 12

CARS Reporter Process

• Transition
• Clear all Statement of Differences prior to going live
• Manual end to end testing available for IPAC & 

Collection (optional)
• ALC/CARS/PM determine file/system testing period
• Choose a Go Live date

• Go Live!
• TAS/BETC classification at initiation becomes official 

post to your FBWT
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• Classification & Reclassification (224 Section 1, 1220, or 1221)
– Report dollar amounts of collections, disbursements, and 

intragovernmental transactions, classified to valid TAS.

• Payments/IPAC (224 Section 2, 1219/1220)
– Report disbursement accountability total amounts from IPAC & TDO

Payments.
(THIS SECTION GOES AWAY ONCE PAYMENTS AND IPAC ARE CLASSIFIED WITH TAS BETC AT INITIATION )

• Collections (224 Section 3, 1219/1220) 
– Report collection accountability total amounts from CIR.

(THIS SECTION GOES AWAY ONCE COLLECTIONS ARE CLASSIFIED WITH TAS BETC AT INITIATION )

CTA Sections Classification Transactions & 
Accountability 
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• Account and/or ALC Statement
• view TAS BETC even as Non-CARS Reporter
• view and/or download daily transactions
• additional data elements available
• customizable formats/layouts

• Reclassification
• upload bulk file
• online entry at summary level, using current CTA app
• online entry at transaction level, using Account Statement transaction 

details

Reconciliation Tools
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1. CTA online, at the summary/net level  
• You will key-enter one (or more) row(s) for reversing the 

incorrect/original TAS(s) and BETC(s), and you will also key-
enter one (or more) row(s) for submitting the correct TAS(s) and 
BETC(s).  Debits must equal Credits, i.e. net zero.

• This option allows you to post reclassified transactions into the 
current accounting period, as well as 3 business days into the 
following accounting period.  During those first 3 business days 
of each month, there will be 2 accounting windows open for you 
to select from within the drop down.

Reconciliation Tools (cont’d)
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CARS Reporter Process

• Use 1% of the agencies' current year's appropriation; 
• Use/classify to a suspense account, pending further classification 

to the correct TAS. However, the Fiscal Service's policy is that this 
amount be cleared in 60 days.  Our Budget Reports Division 
(contact Jerome Jackson-304-480-7269) in GWA monitors this 
requirement which requires certification by the agency CFO that 
the amount is not older than 60 days.  Additional information on 
"F" Suspense Account reporting can be found at:  
http://tfm.fiscal.treasury.gov/v1/bull/11-06.pdf

• Contact the agencies' OMB budget examiner for guidance.  (We 
can provide you with the name of your Budget examiner if you 
don't have it already).

• Seek congressional authority to write-off the differences. 

http://tfm.fiscal.treasury.gov/v1/bull/11-06.pdf
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• Default scenarios:
– Any Returned Payments originated PRIOR to go-live date 
– Any payments queued up prior to the go-live date;
– If a C-key sent from the collection mechanism (OTCNet, PayGov, etc) did not 

match a C-key set up in your SAM cash flow profile.
– If a TAS set up in your collection cash flow profile was closed
– Some Collection Adjustments, Corrections, Reversals, and Returns will also default

Reminder: 
– Please also make corrections to your SAM cash flow profile to update the TAS and C-

keys as needed
– Default Accounts need to be cleared by the 3rd business day

Page 20

F3500 Default Account
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• Default scenarios:
– Any IPAC Adjustment transactions in which the Original IPAC was issued PRIOR 

to the implementation “go-live” date (i.e. no TAS BETC on Original, so no TAS 
BETC on Adjustment either). 

– If a TAS was accepted by IPAC, but then subsequently closed (ie cancelled, ended, 
deactivated, discontinued) in CARS/SAM

– If a TAS was accepted by IPAC, but was temporarily suspended in CARS, then 
GWA Operations will be involved in the process.

Reminder:
– Please also make corrections to your SAM cash flow profile (only for RITS/TRACS) to 

update the TAS and C-keys as needed
– Default Accounts need to be cleared by the 3rd business day

Page 21

F3502 Default Account
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Tips & Reminders for Reconciling as a CARS Reporter

1. To see the various TAS BETCs being reported 
for/against your ALC, always view Statement from 
the ALC perspective to see all the transactions
• This view would show defaulted transactions as well

2. Ensure your system default accounts are 
reconciled and reclassified timely(must be 
accomplished by third business day):
• F3500 for payment and collection transactions
• F3502 for intra-governmental transactions
• These accounts are shared across all bureaus within a Dept

3. Reclassifications are due by end of 3rd business 
day
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Senita Beverly, Director, Customer Relationship Management Division
Senita.beverly@fiscal.treasury.gov, (202) 874-5091

• Treasury Support Center (877) 440-9476
• CRMD Email Address GWA.CRMD.users@fiscal.treasury.gov

• Financial Reporting questions GTAS.Team@fiscal.treasury.gov
• Intragovernmental Reporting issues GovernmentwideIGT@fiscal.treasury.gov

mailto:GTAS.Team@fiscal.treasury.gov
mailto:GovernmentwideIGT@fiscal.treasury.gov


QUESTIONS ???
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